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Chapter 23 STORY 23 
 

Transformation - When the Seventh became the Ninth Month  

September is the 9th month of the year and one of four months with a length of 30 days, in the 
Julian and Gregorian Calendars. September in the Southern Hemisphere is the seasonal 
equivalent of March in the Northern Hemisphere.  

In Latin, septem means "seven" and septimus means "seventh"; September was in fact the 
seventh month of the Roman calendar until 153 BC, when the first month changed from Kalendas 
Martius -1 March to Kalendas Januarius -1 January.  

September begins on the same day of the week as December every year, as there are 91 days 
separating September and December, which is a multiple of seven, the number of days in the 
week. No other month ends on the same day of the week as September in any year.  

With the ninth month in mind, nothing beats the ninth month in pregnancy for transformation. 
Now, is the time for the finishing touches to your baby’s organs.  The lungs make final 
preparations for birth by secreting surfactant to help them expand at birth. Your baby’s kidneys 
are still producing lots of urine every day making up the almost two pints of amniotic fluid.  

About week 37 the baby’s weight gain slows drastically. The average birth weight is still about 
seven and a half pounds and measures between 18-22 inches at birth.  The majority of babies will 
show up from two weeks before the due date to two weeks past the date. Labor is caused by the 
baby’s signals to the mother’s body that he or she is ready to be born. Good luck and remember 
to grin and bear. 37 is known to become 39. 

So the Ode to the ninth month is a beginning and end of one season and on to another.  Nine can 
be a conclusion and an introduction. In as much as the seventh month can transform and become 
the ninth month we can reference that change is inevitable and as abstracted, as it’s now 
understood.  

 
The first Roman calendar appears to have been lunar, with ten months. According to tradition, in 509 BCE the King Numa 
Pompilius replaced that calendar with one more like that of the Greeks. A year of 12 months and 355 days. Those months 
which had 30 days in the old calendar now had 29. Januarius (29 days), named after the god of gates, was added to the 
beginning of the year and Februarius (28 days), added to the end. In 450 BCE, Januarius was moved from before Martius to 
before Februarius, which established the order of months we still use. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Month
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_Calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seventh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1_March
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1_January
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Co- Creative Writing 

Please write a short story that showcases your favourite month, or review the following pages to 
look at numbers, and choose your worst or best loved number. 

WRITE AND TELL THE STORY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CLIMAX 

 

 

 

RISING ACTION  FALLING ACTION  

EXPOSITION RESOLUTION 
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Use Freytag’s format below, to construct your Story. Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, 
Falling Action and Resolution assist in defining your story. 

 
TITLE______________________ 

Exposition 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rising Action 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Climax 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Falling Action 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
Resolution  
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LEXICAL WRITING TABLE  
FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH ANY WORDS YOU DO NOT KNOW. LEAVE A SPACE BLANK IF YOU REQUIRE 
THE MEANING BESIDE IT. ADD ALL WORDS THAT ARE DISCUSSED IN CLASS THAT ARE NOT FAMILIAR TO 

YOU. For example - Southern Hemisphere 
 

1Southern Hemisphere 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 32 33 34 35 

36 37 38 39 40 

41 42 43 44 45 

46 47 48 49 50 

51 52 53 54 55 

56 57 58 59 60 

61 62 63 64 65 

66 67 68 69 70 

71 72 73 74 75 

76 77 78 79 80 

81 82 83 84 85 

86 87 88 89 90 

91 92 93 94 95 

96 97 98 99 100 

 
Note-taking skills 
 

Use a symbol : number -> # 
Example: What is your apartment number? -> What is your apt. #? 
 

FURTHER SYMBOLS their MEANING and EXAMPLES 

SYMBOL MEANING EXAMPLE 

® leads to, produces, causes, makes Practice ®improvement. 

¬ comes from, is the result of Success ¬ determination. 

& and coffee & cream 

@ at I'll be home @ 4:00p.m. 

/ per 17 miles/gallon 

p page Read p 89. 

pp pages Study pp 37-40. 

¶ paragraph Rewrite ¶ number four. 

§ section Read § 7 again. 

? question Answer ? 5. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
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The number seven is lucky. 

 The # seven is lucky. 

 Count the number of books on the shelf 

 Count the # of books on the shelf. 

 What is your SIN number? 

 What is your SIN #? 

 

 
READING                               Lucky Seven      
For centuries, people have thought of the number seven as a lucky number. Even today, people use the 
number seven to bring them good luck. The number seven appears to be important to history. In Chinese 
culture, the seventh day of, the seventh month in the Chinese calendar is a holiday. This is when Chinese 

believe humans were created. The ancient Greeks believed that the number seven was magical.  
 
Presently, many people say that number seven is their favorite number. Some use it for good luck with 
the lottery. If every number on their ticket ends with seven, they think, maybe they will win. The lucky 
number seven has a long, history worldwide.  
 
Comprehension Questions 
 
1. What is the main idea of the passage?  
a. The number seven appears to be important to history. 

b. The number seven is a lucky number. 
c. Some use it for good luck with the lottery. 
 
2. What number do people think is a lucky? 

People think the number seven is lucky. 
 
3. Why do Chinese think the number seven is lucky? 

They think humans were created on the seventh day.  
 
4. How do people use the number seven these days?  
They use the number seven for good luck with the lottery. 
 
5. Do you believe the number seven is lucky regarding creation? Write your thoughts! 
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6. Fill in the blocks with KEY POINTS. 
 

     

WRITING- FILL IN THE BLANKS 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
I’m going to tell you about … 

 
 

Topic sentence 
For centuries, people have thought of the number seven as a lucky number. 

 
 

Major Detail 1 

The number seven appears to be important to 
history. 

Minor Details 

1. In Chinese culture, the seventh day of the 
seventh month in the Chinese calendar is a 
holiday. 

2. The ancient Greeks believed that the number 
seven was magical. 

Major 2 
Presently, many people say that the number 
seven is their favorite number. 

Minor Details 

1. Some use it for good luck with the lottery. 

 
 

Conclusion sentence 
The lucky number seven has a long, famous history around the world. 

 
 
 

CLOSING:  
… 

Important to history 

Chinese culture, holiday, good luck, 

lottery 

Favorite number  

Greeks, 

magical 
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Writing Grammar  
 

 
Example: 
People thought the number seven is lucky.  

 
 Fill in the blanks and make the sentences in order. 
 
1. The number seven appears to be important to history. 
 
3. Furthermore, the ancient Greeks believed that the number seven was magical 
 
2 In Chinese culture, the seventh day of the seventh month in the Chinese calendar is a holiday 
 
5 As you see, the lucky number seven has a long, famous history around the world 
 
4 These days, many people say that number seven is their favorite number. Some use it for good luck 
with the lottery. 
 
                                                               
 
Write a summary.  LUCKY SEVEN  

 

   

 
 
 
 

The number seven appears to be 
important to history. In Chinese 
culture, the seventh day of the 
seventh month in the Chinese 
calendar is a holiday. Likewise, the 
ancient Greeks believed that the 
number seven was magical. Today, 
many people say that number seven 
is their favorite number. Some use it 
to bring good luck with the lottery. 
The lucky number seven has a long, 
famous history around the world. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



8 

THE BOOK OF 25  23-23 

8 

                         WRITER      WRITE 

 
UNLUCKY THIRTEEN  

 Historically people have thought of the number 13 as unlucky. Even today, people don't 
use the number thirteen. The number thirteen seems to be important in history. The 
Romans and Scandinavians believed that the number thirteen signified bad luck. The 
thirteenth of the month is unlucky when it falls on a Friday. It is known as Black Friday.  
 
These days, many people say that number thirteen is their least favorite number. Many 
cultures do not have the number thirteen on buildings. Some buildings have skipped the 
"thirteenth floor,” either by numbering it "14” or as "12 A”. The unlucky number 13 has a 
long, well-known history around the world. 
 
                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unlucky Thirteen 

 

Writing  
 Organize the details.  
TOPIC SENTENCE: 
Since early history people have thought the number thirteen is unlucky. 

 

MAJOR DETAIL 1: 
The number thirteen appears 
is important to history. 

 
 
. 

MAJOR DETAIL 2: 
These days, many people 
say that number thirteen is 
their least favourite number. 

                                                 
 

MINOR DETAIL: 
1. The Romans and 
Scandinavians believed that 
the number thirteen signified 
bad luck. 
2. The thirteenth of the 
month is unlucky, when it 
falls on a Friday. 

MINOR DETAIL: 

Many cultures do not have the 

number thirteen for buildings. 

Historically Least favorite number 

Romans 

and 

Scandinavi

ans, bad 

luck 

Unlucky, no 

thirteenth 

floor, no 

buildings 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=black+cat+cartoon&hl=en&biw=1311&bih=593&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=12SzMZ50avmR2M:&imgrefurl=http://www.toonpool.com/cartoons/Black Cat 01_11729&docid=X6CBNZS_7D2nFM&imgurl=http://www.toonpool.com/user/1029/files/black_cat_01_117295.jpg&w=399&h=500&ei=CJn3TuDyMcby0gG1-dW-CA&zoom=1
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LEARNING ENGLISH – BABY STEPS 

Basic Stages of Language Learning 
Stage One – Learning Sounds 
 
When babies are born, they can make and hear all the sounds in all the languages in the world. That’s about 150 sounds in about 
6500 languages! However, no language uses all 150 sounds. The sounds a language uses are called phonemes and English has 
about 44. Some languages use more and some use fewer. In this stage, babies learn which phonemes belong to the language they 
are learning. The ability to recognize and produce those sounds is “phonemic awareness,” which is important for children learning to 
read. 

 
Stage Two – Learning Words 
 
At this stage children essentially learn how the sounds in a language go together to make meaning. They learn that the sounds m, 
ah, m, and ee refer to – mommy. That’s a significant step as everything we say is really just a stream of sounds. To make sense of 
those sounds, a child must be able to recognize where one word ends and another one begins. These are called “word boundaries. 
”It’s not exactly words, though, that children are learning. What children are actually learning are morphemes . A morpheme is just a 
sound or sounds that have a meaning, like the word mommy. Children at this stage can recognize that the –s means "more than 
one" and will know that when that sound is added to other words, it means the same thing – "more than one" or Plurality.  
 
Stage Three – Learning Sentences 
 
During this stage, children learn how to create sentences. That means they can put words in the correct order. For example, they 
learn that in English we say "I want a cookie" and "I want a chocolate cookie," not "Want I a cookie" or "I want cookie chocolate." 
Children also learn the difference between grammatical correctness and meaning Children will know that although the sentence is 
grammatically correct, it doesn’t make sense.  
 
 
 
 
Language develops at different 
rates in different children. 
 
Birth 
When babies are born, they can 
already respond to the rhythm of 
language. stress, pace, and the 
rise and fall of pitch. 
 
6 Months 
4 months, infants can distinguish 
between language sounds and other 
noise, like the difference between a 
spoken word and a clap. By 6 
months, babies have begun to 
babble and coo and that is the first 
sign that the baby is learning 
language. Babies are now capable of 
making all the sounds in all the 
languages of the world, but by the 
time they are a year old, they will 
have dropped the sounds that aren’t 
part of the language they are 
learning. 
 

8 Months 
Babies recognize groups of sounds 
and can distinguish one group of 
sounds from another. They can tell 
where one group ends and another 
begins. That is word boundary 
recognition. Although they recognize 
sound groups as words, but not 
know what the words mean. 
 
12 Months 
At this point, children are able to 
attach meanings to words, and once 
they can do that, they can begin to 
build a vocabulary. mimic new words 
they hear and by the time they are 
twelve months old will have a 
vocabulary of around fifty words. 
 
18 Months 
In order to communicate, children 
must know how to use the words 
they are learning. recognize the 
difference between nouns and verbs. 
Generally, the first words in a child’s 
vocabulary are nouns. 

 
24 Months 
recognize more than nouns and 
verbs and understand basic 
sentence structure. They can use 
pronouns, for example, and know the 
right order of words in a sentence 
and can create simple sentences like 
"Me cookie?" (which means "May I 
have a cookie?") 
 
36 Months 
By this age, about 90% of what 
children say is grammatically correct.  
 
The mistakes they make are usually 
mistakes like adding -ed to irregular 
verbs to form the past tense. For 
example, they might say "I falled 
down" instead of "I fell down." They 
have learned the grammatical rule to 
form the past tense by adding -ed to 
a verb, but have not yet learned the 
exceptions to the rule. 
Further Language Development and 
Gifted Children 

CONCLUSION SENTENCE: 
The unlucky number thirteen has a lengthy, legendary history around the world. 

http://giftedkids.about.com/od/glossary/g/Definition-of-Phoneme.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/mo/g/morphemeterm.htm
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Children continue to expand their 
vocabulary and develop more 
complex language. Their language 
use really doesn’t completely 
resemble adult language until they 
reach around age eleven. That’s 
when children are able to use what 
are called although-type sentences. 
Those are sentences that show a 
concession: Even though the man 

was tired, he kept working. Young 
children would be likely to say “The 
man was tired, but he kept working.” 
Verbally gifted children Some go 
through the stages so quickly that 
they seem to skip right over some of 
them. They may be saying "ma-ma" 
and "da-da," and a few other words, 
but not much more. Then suddenly, 
at 26 months, the child begins 

speaking in complete, grammatically 
correct sentences like a three-year-
old. using sentences like “I still love 
my Grammy even though she 
doesn’t know how to use the 
computer.” 
 
. 

 
 

1. You are like a new baby 
Babies learn their language slowly. 
First they learn to listen. 
Then they learn to talk. 
Finally, they can read and write. 

2. Listen to English every day 
Listen to English radio. 
Watch English TV. 
Go to English movies. 
Use online lessons. 

3. Make an English/ESL friend 
Make up conversations. 
Practise dialogues. 
Use beginner textbooks. 

4. Read English stories 
Start with children's storybooks. 

5.  
Try ESL readers. 
Read advertisements, signs and labels. 

6. Write down new words 
Start a vocabulary (new word) notebook 
in alphabetical order (A...B...C...). 
Make example sentences. 

7. Keep an English diary 
Start with one sentence. 
How do you feel? 
How is the weather? 
What did you do today? 
 

8. Visit an English speaking country 
Learn English more quickly. 
Stay with an English family. 
Hear native speakers talk. 
Have a fun experience. 

My cat speaks English. Sometimes my cat comes to me and tells me that she is hungry. Or that her leg hurts. How does my cat 
tell me these things? I don't speak pussy-cat language. 
 
 

Telephoning English - Introduction 
Here are common situations used when telephoning in English. Each situation first presents the entire 
telephoning English conversation. Next, each situation has two separate versions with either caller 1 or 
caller 2 left blank. Use the entire telephoning English conversation in pairs to practice the situations. 

 Use the separate telephoning English conversations with your role. The other role is taken away 
so that you can listen to your partner more carefully. 

 Use the telephoning English conversations without your role once you have used the role plays a 
number of times. This will help you memorize common phrases used in typical telephoning 
English situations.  

 Caller 1: Dr. Peterson's office. How may I help you?  

Caller 2: I'd like to make an appointment to see the doctor.  

 Caller 1: Certainly, are you ill at the moment? 
Caller 2: Yes, I'm not feeling very well.  

 Caller 1: Do you have a fever, or any other symptoms? 

Caller 2: Yes, I have a slight fever and aches and pains.  

 Caller 1: OK, Dr. Peterson can see you tomorrow. Can you come in the morning? 

Caller 2: Yes, tomorrow morning is fine.  

http://giftedkids.about.com/od/glossary/g/verballygifted.htm
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 Caller 1: How about 10 o'clock? 

Caller 2: Yes, 10 o'clock is fine.  

 Caller 1: May have your name? 
Caller 2: Yes, it's David Lain.  

 Caller 1: Have you seen Dr. Peterson before? 

Caller 2: Yes, I had a physical exam last year.  

 Caller 1: Yes, here you are. OK, I've scheduled for ten o'clock tomorrow morning. 

Caller 2: Thank you.  

 Caller 1: Drink plenty of warm fluids and get a good night's sleep! 
Caller 2: Thank you. I'll do my best. Goodbye.  

 Caller 1: Goodbye. 

Role Play

 Role Play: Caller 1 

 Caller 1: Dr. Peterson's office. How may I help you?  
Caller 2: _____  

 Caller 1: Certainly, are you ill at the moment? 
Caller 2: _____  

 Caller 1: Do you have a fever, or any other symptoms? 
Caller 2: _____  

 Caller 1: OK, Dr. Peterson can see you tomorrow. Can you come in the morning? 
Caller 2: _____  

 Caller 1: How about 10 o'clock? 
Caller 2: _____  

 Caller 1: May have your name? 
Caller 2: _____  

 Caller 1: Have you seen Dr. Peterson before? 
Caller 2: _____  

 Caller 1: Yes, here you are. OK, I've scheduled for ten o'clock tomorrow morning. 
Caller 2: _____  

 Caller 1: Drink plenty of warm fluids and get a good night's sleep! 
Caller 2: _____  

 Caller 1: Goodbye. 

 Role Play: Caller 2 

 Caller 1: _____  
Caller 2: I'd like to make an appointment to see the doctor.  

 Caller 1: _____ 
Caller 2: Yes, I'm not feeling very well.  

 Caller 1: _____ 
Caller 2: Yes, I have a slight fever and aches and pains.  

 Caller 1: _____ 
Caller 2: Yes, tomorrow morning is fine.  

 Caller 1: _____ 
Caller 2: Yes, 10 o'clock is fine.  

 Caller 1: _____ 
Caller 2: Yes, it's David Lain.  

 Caller 1: _____ 
Caller 2: Yes, I had a physical exam last year.  

 Caller 1: _____ 
Caller 2: Thank you.  

 Caller 1: _____ 
Caller 2: Thank you. I'll do my best. Goodbye.  

 Caller 1: _____ 

 

Telephone English 

Learning how to communicate well on the telephone is one of the top priorities for many students who 
need to use English at work. Learning the common phrases that are used on the telephone helps 
students know what to expect. Telephoning requires special skills as there are a number of difficulties that 
arise when telephoning that are specific to telephoning.  

 The first and foremost difficulty is not being able to see the person you are 
communicating with. This lack of visual communication often makes students, who can 
communicate quite successfully in other situations, nervous and thereby hinders their 
communicative abilities. Add to this the typical hectic pace of business communication, 
and you have a particularly difficult situation. 

This feature includes a number of elements to improve telephoning skills. You will find specific 
telephoning phrases, telephoning techniques to improve confidence when telephoning and 
telephoning practice exercises for use with your colleagues or in the classroom. 
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Telephone English - Important Phrases 

There are a number of phrases and idioms that are only used when telephoning. Let's first take a look at 
an example dialogue: Here are the most common: 

 Operator: Hello, Frank and Brothers, How can I help you? 

 Peter: This is Peter Jackson. Can I have extension 3421? 

 Operator: Certainly, hold on a minute, I'll put you through... 

 Frank: Bob Peterson's office, Frank speaking. 

 Peter: This is Peter Jackson calling, is Bob in? 

 Frank: I'm afraid he's out at the moment. Can I take a message? 

 Peter: Yes, Could you ask him to call me at ………. I need to talk to him about the Nuovo line, it's 
urgent. 

 Frank: Could you repeat the number please? 

 Peter: Yes, that's ……, and this is Peter Jackson. 

 Frank: Thank you Mr Jackson, I'll make sure Bob gets this asap. 

 Peter: Thanks, bye. 

 Frank: Bye. 

As you can see, the language is rather informal and there are some important differences to everyday English. Look 

at the chart below for key language and phrases used in telephone English: 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Key language and phrases used in telephone English 
 

 Introducing yourself 
This is Ken. 
Ken speaking 

 
Asking who is on the telephone 
Excuse me, who is this? 
Can I ask who is calling, please? 

  
Asking for Someone 
Can I have extension 321? (extensions are internal numbers at a company) 

Could I speak to...? (Can I - more informal / May I - more formal) 
Is Jack in? (informal idiom meaning: Is Jack in the office? 
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Telephone English - Important Phrases, cont., 
 

 
 Connecting Someone 

I'll put you through (put through - phrasal verb meaning 'connect') 
Can you hold the line? Can you hold on a moment? 
 

 How to reply when someone is not available              WRITE YOUR FAV MESSAGE 

I'm afraid ... is not available at the moment 
The line is busy... (when the extension requested 
is being used) 
Mr Jackson isn't in... Mr Jackson is out at the 
moment... 
 

 Taking a Message 

Could (Can, May) I take a message? 
Could (Can, May) I tell him who is calling? 
Would you like to leave a message? 

 

TASK: Review phrases used in telephoning.  

 Students to write out notes for a telephone 

conversation that they would typically have with a 
native speaker. Example: Order 500 Liters of Olive 
Oil - Delivery: Next Friday - Payment Method: 
Company Account - Address: Student's Company 

Address - Telephone/Fax: Student's Telephone/Fax, 
etc. 

 Students to choose another student who should 

respond to the call for which he/she has written 
notes. 

Now, this is when your acting skills come in handy! You've 
made it to Hollywood now! Take a variety of roles and act 
them out on the phone. You can be angry, impatient, in a hurry, etc. 
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GRAMMAR  

  

Many of the words and expressions here listed are not so much bad English as bad style, the 
commonplaces of careless writing. As illustrated under Feature, the proper correction is likely to be 
not the replacement of one word or set of words by another, but the replacement of vague generality 
by definite statement. 
 

 All right. Idiomatic in familiar speech as a detached phrase in the sense, "Agreed," or "Go 
ahead." In other uses better avoided. Always written as two words. 

 As good or better than. Expressions of this type should be corrected by rearranging the 
sentence. 

My opinion is as good or better 
than his. 

My opinion is as good as his, or 
better (if not better). 

 

 As to whether. Whether is sufficient 

 Case. The Concise Oxford Dictionary begins its definition of this word: "instance of a thing's 
occurring; usual state of affairs." In these two senses, the word is usually unnecessary. 

In many cases, the rooms were 
poorly ventilated. 

Many of the rooms were poorly 
ventilated. 

It has rarely been the case that 
any mistake has been made. 

Few mistakes have been made. 

 

 Certainly. Used indiscriminately by some speakers, much as others use very, to intensify any 
and every statement. A mannerism of this kind, bad in speech, is even worse in writing. 

 Character. Often simply redundant, used from a mere habit of wordiness. 

Acts of a hostile character Hostile acts 
 

 Consider. Not followed by as when it means, "believe to be." "I consider him thoroughly 
competent." Compare, "The lecturer considered Cromwell first as soldier and second as 
administrator," where "considered" means "examined" or "discussed." 

 

 Due to. Incorrectly used for through, because of, or owing to, in adverbial phrases: "He lost 
the first game, due to carelessness." In correct use related as predicate or as modifier to a 
particular noun: "This invention is due to Edison;" "losses due to preventable fires." 

 Effect. As noun, means result; as verb, means to bring about, accomplish (not to be 
confused with affect, which means "to influence"). 

As noun, often loosely used in perfunctory writing about fashions, music, painting, and other 
arts: "an Oriental effect;" "effects in pale green;" "very delicate effects;" "broad effects;" 
"subtle effects;" "a charming effect was produced by." The writer who has a definite 
meaning to express will not take refuge in such vagueness. 

 

Etc. Not to be used of persons. Equivalent to and the rest, and so forth, and hence not to be 
used if one of these would be insufficient, that is, if the reader would be left in doubt as to 
any important particulars. Least open to objection when it represents the last terms of a list 
already given in full, or immaterial words at the end of a quotation. 

At the end of a list introduced by such as, for example, or any similar expression, etc. is 
incorrect. 

http://www.bartleby.com/141/strunk3.html#44
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 He is a man who. A common type of redundant expression 

He is a man who is very 
ambitious. 

He is very ambitious. 

Spain is a country which I have 
always wanted to visit. 

I have always wanted to visit 
Spain. 

 

 However. In the meaning nevertheless, not to come first in its sentence or clause. 

The roads were almost 
impassable. However, we at 
last succeeded in reaching 
camp. 

The roads were almost 
impassable. At last, however, 
we succeeded in reaching 
camp. 

 

When however comes first, it means in whatever way or to whatever 
extent. 

However you advise him, he will probably do as he thinks 
best. 

However discouraging the prospect, he never lost heart. 
 

Respective, respectively. These words may usually be omitted with advantage. 

Works of fiction are listed under 
the names of their respective 
authors. 

Works of fiction are listed under 
the names of their authors. 

The one mile and two mile runs 
were won by Jones and 
Cummings respectively. 

The one mile and two mile runs 
were won by Jones and by 
Cummings. 

 

In some kinds of formal writing, as in geometrical proofs, it may be necessary to use 
respectively, but it should not appear in writing on ordinary subjects. 

So. Avoid, in writing, the use of so as an intensifier: "so good;" "so warm;" "so delightful." 

Thanking you in advance. This sounds as if the writer meant, "It will not be worth my while to write to 
you again." Simply write, "Thanking you," and if the favor which you have requested is granted, write 
a letter of acknowledgment. 

 Very. Use this word sparingly. Where emphasis is necessary, use words strong in 
themselves. 

 While. Avoid the indiscriminate use of this word for and, but, and although. Many writers use 
it frequently as a substitute for and or but, either from a mere desire to vary the connective, 
or from uncertainty which of the two connectives is the more appropriate. In this use it is best 
replaced by a semicolon. 

The office and salesrooms are 
on the ground floor, while the 
rest of the building is devoted to 
manufacturing. 

The office and salesrooms are 
on the ground floor; the rest of 
the building is devoted to 
manufacturing. 
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Its use as a virtual equivalent of although is allowable in sentences where this leads to no 
ambiguity or absurdity. 

While I admire his energy, I wish it were employed in a 
better cause. 

 

This is entirely correct, as shown by the paraphrase, 

  

I admire his energy; at the same time I wish it were 
employed in a better cause. 

 

Compare: 

While the temperature reaches 
90 or 95 degrees in the 
daytime, the nights are often 
chilly. 

Although the temperature 
reaches 90 or 95 degrees in the 
daytime, the nights are often 
chilly. 

 

The paraphrase, 

The temperature reaches 90 or 95 degrees in the 
daytime; at the same time the nights are often chilly, 

 

shows why the use of while is incorrect. 

In general, the writer will do well to use while only with strict literalness, in the sense of 
during the time that. 

 Whom. Often incorrectly used for who before he said or similar expressions, when 

it is really the subject of a following verb.  

 Worth while. Overworked as a term of vague approval and (with not) of disapproval. Strictly 
applicable only to actions: "Is it worth while to telegraph?" 

The use of worth while before a noun ("a worth while story") is indefensible. 
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TITLE TOPIC: 

INTRODUCTION                                                               
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAIN IDEA 1 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
SUPPORTING DETAILS 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MAIN IDEA 2 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MAIN IDEA 3 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONCLUSION 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Write a Summary on  
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain in your own words, what this paragraph means. So the Ode to the ninth month is 
a beginning and end of one season to another.  Nine can be a conclusion and an 
introduction. In as much as the seventh month can become the ninth month we can 
reference that change is inevitable and as abstracted, as it’s now understood.  
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 


