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Chapter 20 STORY 20 
 

5 KIDS 

 

I am one of five kids. I mean, although we are close, we are not quite family. We 
hang out in the hood, enjoying our time together, I have heard them other kids 
and perhaps maybe grown-ups say, we are (1) juvenile delinquents?  

And I say Hi- Five to that! We are a bunch of dreamers and misfits, our ages range 
in the teens to maybe twenty. And that maybe is not a kid, but we are it seems to 
each other, we are kids. Everything reeks of the good old days, of time past. We 
sit and we talk and we play games on the computer and listen to music and play 
music.  

Sure we do the counter culture thing, whatever that means and we think that we 
will one day make it big. But we are just pursuing our dreams. Perhaps it’s time to 
meet us. We are a mixed bunch and can hail from all over the planet.  

The Beatles were an English rock band, active throughout the 1960s and one of 
the most commercially successful and critically acclaimed acts in the history of 
popular music.   Initially, a five-piece line-up of Lennon, McCartney, Harrison, 
Stuart Sutcliffe (bass) and Pete Best (drums), they built their reputation playing 
clubs in Liverpool. 

Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg, Steve Jobs are three of members of the group of 
five. Other luminaries are Garret Lisi and Barack Obama. 

We all dreamed as life not as it was known, but as we wanted it to be and in 
Becoming Bono, this mix of being led to another superstar. 
 
He was an ordinary man, Bono aka Paul David Hewson started to become who he 
is at Mount Temple Comprehensive School in Dublin. There, when he was 15, he 
met his mates, the three men who would join together and stand together to this 
day as U2. From the very beginning, they were not content to stay a garage band 
or merely a darling of the critics.  
Reflecting on those early days, Bono reaches for the “wonkish” language of 
official Washington and says: "We decriminalized ambition.” So though you and I 
may be unrelated we can be one of these 5 kids that set out in life to DREAM and 
that led the way to Life, BECOMING LIFE.  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuart_Sutcliffe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pete_Best
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Co- Creative Writing 

Please write a short story that showcases your interest in one of the following,  Bill Gates, 
Mark Zuckerberg, the Beatles, Steve Jobs, Bono, Garret Lisi and Barack Obama 

LEXICAL WRITING TABLE  
FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH ANY WORDS YOU DO NOT KNOW. LEAVE A BLANK SPACE IF YOU REQUIRE THE MEANING 
BESIDE IT. ADD ALL WORDS THAT ARE DISCUSSED IN CLASS THAT ARE NOT FAMILIAR TO YOU. IN THE TEXT PLACE 
THE CORRESPONDING #.  

Example (1) juvenile delinquents 

 

1 juvenile 

 delinquents 
2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 32 33 34 35 

36 37 38 39 40 

41 42 43 44 45 

46 47 48 49 50 

51 52 53 54 55 

56 57 58 59 60 

61 62 63 64 65 

66 67 68 69 70 

71 72 73 74 75 

76 77 78 79 80 

81 82 83 84 85 

86 87 88 89 90 

91 92 93 94 95 

96 97 98 99 100 

Example -__He was known as  a juvenile delinquent ______________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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I COULD HAVE….. 

 
by John Coyne 

How many times have 
you finished reading a 
novel and said, “I could 
have written that 
book.” You know 
what? You’re right. All 
of us, I believe, carry at 
least one novel around 
in our heads or our 
hearts. Novelist Toni 
Morrison put it this 
way: “If there’s a book 
you really want to read 
but it hasn’t been 
written yet, then you 
must write it.” Writing 
a book is no easy task. 
Nevertheless, every 
day another book is 

published. In 1996, according to Books in Print, 1.3 million book titles were in print. The number of 
books published in 1996 alone was 140,000 in the United States. So,why not you? (I DID ..CRISTOPH) 

 
TITLE_TOPIC_____________________ 

INTRODUCTION                                                               
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAIN IDEA 1 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SUPPORTING DETAILS 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MAIN IDEA 2 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MAIN IDEA 3 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONCLUSION 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wanna Write? Read Voraciously… A writing habit is cultivated by 2 things: 
Writing a lot! Reading even more!! The more you write, the more you get to 
practice flexing vocabulary and voice how to put your ideas into clear thoughts. 
The more you read, the more you capture lessons about tone, sentence structure, 
cadence, and idea flow. And the more you do both, the more everything you 
touch, see, hear, and read becomes the seed of something else to write about! 

 
The Internet mourns, celebrates Steve Jobs 
"There goes a man who invented the modern world," wrote Twitter user @montykins. 

Front of Apple.com on Oct. 5. 
When news of Steve Jobs' death arrived, it came by email, tweet, text and 
status update, swift and immediate. It was something the plugged-in world 
had been expecting for months, perhaps years. Obituaries were ready, 
tributes were finely executed. But the fact that mourners had time to prepare 
in no way diminished the sorrow they expressed. 
Apple lowered its campus flags to half -staff, and posted a simple black-on-
white portrait of Jobs, adhering to design principles he himself would approve 
of. The company even published an email address, 
rememberingsteve@apple.com, where fans can send their own "thoughts, 
memories and condolences." 
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg updated his status with a personal 
farewell: "Steve, thank you for being a mentor and a friend. Thanks for 
showing that what you build can change the world. I will miss you." Within 40 

minutes, over 85,000 people had "liked" it. 
Google founders Larry Page and Sergey Brin both shared their feelings about Jobs and his "inspiration" on Google+. And 
Microsoft's Bill Gates tweeted, "The world rarely sees someone who made such a profound impact." 
Puckish Boing Boing redecorated its site with a monochrome 1980s Mac interface. Wired went all black. Tech gadfly Rob Scoble 
spotted a rainbow over Silicon Valley and Instagrammed it as a tribute to the Apple co-founder. And BuzzFeed posted "The 12 Most 

Inspirational Quotes From Steve Jobs," an elegant set of large image macros, the 
text superimposed over iconic images of the Apple founder. 

 
Review about John Lennon 

 
The Beatles made some awesome songs | Reviewer: Tony | 10/15/11 
 
The Beatles made good music, I don't have anything negative to say about them. I 
would just like to know the whole story to why John Lennon was shot. From what I 
read on the biography, he had multiple shots. That sounds to me like murder and 
not an accidental drive by shooting from gangs fighting with other gangs. So why 
was he shot? What did he do? 

 
Unfortunately was shot .... Ridiculous! | Reviewer: Awakener | 10/9/11 
People! try to open your eyes and look with insight. His death was as much pre-
planned as it was unfortunate dude! And nobody is going to believe that only a 
simple personal problem has been the motivation to such a crime, since the very 
thing he has been attacking was politics and the chief thing he was always 
defending was human rights and peace. Down on politics and politicians which 
know no honor and decency. Down on every coward corrupt covert association. 

And shame on any useless government which cannot protect their humane idols, including US. 

 
 
Inspired | Reviewer: Wangchen Pintso | 7/31/11 
 
I am so much inspired by this man john lennon he is my inspiration to music when I hear his music...it gives me confidence and i get 
more and more intrested in music...his classics are the one of the most greatest music in History!!!if he did not die at that time...he 
would have still been a legend..as a multi talented person and a great musician he will be always remembered in our hearts....Peace 
in the name of John 
...  

http://twitter.com/montykins/status/121734275111460864
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44794300/ns/business-us_business/
http://www.apple.com/
https://plus.google.com/106189723444098348646/posts/4wkYwTCCgAc
https://plus.google.com/109813896768294978296/posts/dwmWyNSoXTh
http://boingboing.net/
http://www.wired.com/
http://instagr.am/p/PNoz7/
http://www.buzzfeed.com/awesomer/12-most-inspirational-quotes-from-steve-jobs
http://www.buzzfeed.com/awesomer/12-most-inspirational-quotes-from-steve-jobs
mailto:adeleeuw@live.ca
mailto:www.wpintso@yahoo.com
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by Julianne Hing  

Tuesday, November 16 2010, 5:12 PM EST Tags: President Obama, Rush Limbaugh 

The right-wing talk show host is at it again with his race-baiting antics. This time Limbaugh put up 
a Photo shopped image of the president’s face and “Obama” emblazoned on Mt. Rushmore, as if 
it had been spray painted on by a color-happy graffiti artist from the ’90s. Aesthetics aside, 
Limbaugh’s language was clear. Limbaugh called President Obama’s presidency “graffiti on the 
walls of American history.” Actually, Limbaugh called it “President Obama’z presidency.” He also 
said Obama was “a juvenile delinquent for a president,” who had so harmed the country that “not 
even his gang is making much of an effort here to protect him.” The piece also includes an image 
of Obama styled as the Joker 

from Batman. 

 

Elsewhere in his anti-
Obama rant, 
Limbaugh displayed 
the usual right-wing 
paranoia and coded 
references to race 
issues in the country: 
“Obama has been 

raised to believe all 
these people around the 

world hate us, hate America, and have deep resentment for us. He’s bought into all that because 
Reverend Wright told him that, ‘cause Reverend Wright thinks the rest of the world hates us.” 

http://colorlines.com/archives/author/julianne-hing
http://colorlines.com/tag/President%20Obama
http://colorlines.com/tag/Rush%20Limbaugh
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Top 5 Rules Of English Grammar  
http://www.ebookcrossroads.com/grammar.html 
By Rumki Sen  
Communication is effective when we follow certain rules. These rules make the written words understood. A writer should make the 
reader's job easier by communicating what he or she wants to communicate Learning and understanding the basic rules of English 
Grammar, you will surely be able to avoid ill-formed, confusing sentences. This article covers the top 5 rules of English Grammar.  

 Subject-Verb Agreement - Errors in agreement are the most common mistakes made in writings. To avoid this, 
just follow the simple rule: A singular subject requires a singular verb, and a plural subject requires a plural verb.  

 Wrong: Identification of these goods have been difficult.  

 Right: Identification of these goods has been difficult. (?Identification? is the subject here)  

 Wrong: The best way to keep your children happy are to give them enough responsibilities.  

 Right: The best way to keep your children happy is to give them enough responsibilities. (Use a singular verb if the subject 
is a phrase or clause)  

 Awkward: Neither John nor I am interested in this project.  

 Better: John is not interested in this project; nor am I. (If you write an awkward sentence, consider rewriting it)  

 Exception: Use a singular verb if a compound subject refers to the same person or thing.  

 Example: Milk and breads is a typical breakfast for many people.  

 Tense - Tense refers to time. It tells when an action is happening: in the present, in the future, or in the past. Whatever 
time it is, it should remain consistent throughout your whole piece of writing. There are three main tenses - Past Tense, 
Present Tense and Future Tense.  

 Here is an example of writing with mixed tenses:  

 Wrong: John wanted to know why Rebecca is sad, but she will not tell him.  

 Right: John wanted to know why Rebecca was sad, but she would not tell him.  

 Present tense, Past tense and Future Tense each has the following four forms. The examples below will help you 
to understand. 

 Past Tense  

 Simple Past - I spoke  
Past Continuous - I was speaking  
Past Perfect - I had spoken  
Past Perfect Continuous - I had been speaking  

 Present Tense  

 Simple Present - I speak  
Present Continuous - I am speaking  
Present Perfect - I have spoken  
Present Perfect Continuous - I have been speaking  

 Future Tense  

 Simple Future - I shall/ will speak  
Future Continuous - I shall/ will be speaking  
Future Perfect - I shall/will have spoken  
Future Perfect Continuous - I shall/ will have been speaking  

 Double Negatives - Two negative words create a positive meaning, which may be just the opposite of what you have 
intended to convey.  

 Wrong: I don’t have nothing to say.  

 Right: I don’t have anything to say.  

 Wrong: Tom couldn’t hardly believe what Jack said.  

 Right: Tom could hardly believe what Jack said.  

 Modifiers - Words that describe or limit other words are called modifiers. Adjective is a word or group of words that 
modifies a noun or pronoun, whereas Adverb is a group of words that modifies a verb, adjective or other adverb. Avoid 
misplaced and dangling modifiers.  

 Wrong: Thomas told her that he wanted to marry her frequently.  

  Right: Thomas frequently told her that he wanted to marry her.  

 Wrong: Nicole picked up a girl in a blue jacket named Agatha.  

 Right: Nicole picked up Agatha, a girl in a blue jacket.  

 Wrong: Walking across the busy street, a bus almost hit me.  

 Right: As I walked across the busy street, a bus hit me.  
 
Usage - If you are going to use a word, you must know how to use it. Use simple words. Omit unnecessary words.  
 
To conclude, the more you remember the basic rules of English Grammar and practice good writing, the better your writings will be. 
The process is simple and easy. Keeping a good dictionary is essential in searching for the right word and finding out the actual 
meanings that will help you in selecting the right words. Usage of proper English Grammar and selecting the right words will make it 

more likely that your writings stand out from the rest. So, keep enjoying the process and keep writing!  
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ESSAY WRITING NOTES - TO DO OR NOT TO DO 
– IS THAT THE QUESTION ????? 
 
Style as well as substance 
Whilst it would seem ‘nice’ if the ideas of a genius would be appreciated even when written in 
horrible prose, you should not bank on this. The good student not only has good ideas to 
write about, but can write about them well. And it seems particularly wasteful to be losing 
marks just because you didn’t spend a little bit of time learning a few style tips. 

 
WAFFLE AND PADDING: NOT THE KEYS TO SUCCESS 
Don’t use superfluous words, phrases or sentences. If a sentence means the same thing with 
a word taken out, take it out. The same applies to whole phrases and sentences within the 
wider context of a paragraph. Using words and phrases which don’t add anything to what 
you’re saying will mean that your examiners will conclude that (a) you don’t have enough to 
say to meet the required essay length, and that (b) you are trying to hide this by means of a 
slow, repetitive and boring writing style. Which is not clever. 
 
For example — don’t write: When you could write: 
 
Greg Dyke transformed the BBC, changing it so 
that it was altogether different from what it had 
been like before. 

Greg Dyke transformed the BBC. 
Some people feel that he is a megalomaniac 
who wants to take over the world, whilst at the 
same time other people feel that he is a 
fundamentally weak man who lacks strength. 
 

Some people feel he is a megalomaniac; others 
contend that he is fundamentally weak. 

Nevertheless, we can certainly see that he 
clearly wields a considerable and substantial 
degree of direct power, influence and the ability 
to change things around within the 
organisation. 

Nevertheless, he clearly has a considerable 
degree of direct power within the organisation. 

 
The left hand column contains 250 per cent more words than the right-hand column, but it 
contains zero per cent more information. Your examiners spot this kind of thing. 
Furthermore, by not inflating her essay with space-filling nonsense, the pithy writer of the 

right-hand column has got room to show her understanding of the subject by expanding on all of these points: what did Dyke do? 
Why might he be seen as power-crazed, or weak? How has he demonstrated his personal power? In other words, she has got room 
for lots of analysis, which, as we established above, is good news. 

CAN I SAY “I FEEL THIS ARGUMENT IS WRONG BECAUSE...”? 
There are different preferences about whether you should say “I” in an essay or not. 
Sometimes it can look really good if you confidently say “Rather, I would argue that...”. But 
saying “I feel this argument is wrong because...” can look a bit ponderous, and some tutors 
don’t like it. A solution to this is to be even more assertive and say “However, this argument is weak, since...”. It will still be clear to 
your examiners that you are making your own argument – and we definitely do like you to make your own argument. Whatever you 
are saying, make sure you back it up with argument and evidence. 

 
SURELY THIS STUFF ABOUT ‘STYLE’ IS JUST SUPERFICIAL AND ISN’T VERY 
IMPORTANT? 
 
Wrong. If your essay is badly-written, you will be losing marks. And, in the outside world, 
you would be losing readers (whether you are writing books and screenplays, or company 
reports and letters... or even job applications!). It is very important to write in a crisp, clear 
style, with good sentence construction and proper punctuation. Needless to say, spelling mistakes also fail to impress. 
 
http://www.theory.org.uk/david/essaywriting.pdf 

Six really awful ways to begin 
the essay ‘Why have baked 
beans become so popular in 
twentieth century Britain?’: 
“The question of why baked 
beans have become so popular 
in twentieth century Britain is an 
interesting…” 
“The Oxford English Dictionary 
defines ‘baked beans’ as…” 
“In this essay I will explore the 
question of why baked beans 
have become so popular in 
twentieth…” 
“The Penguin English Dictionary 
defines ‘popular’ as…” 
“The twentieth century has been 
going for quite a while now 
and…” 
“The Collins English Dictionary 
defines ‘twentieth century’ as…” 
! Why are these awful? Because 
they are so predictable, inspiring 
and limp. What should you do 
instead? Something else.  
 
Two dull kinds of essay 
structure: 
The one that’s not well enough 
organised: 
1. Definition of the thing 
2. Some stuff about the thing 
3. Summary 
The one that’s too formulaic: 
1. Introduction, saying that we 
will discuss the thing 
2. Three arguments in favour of 
the thing 
3. Three arguments against the 
thing 
4. Summary of the above 

 



9 

THE BOOK OF 25   20-20  

9 
 

                                  WRITER      WRITE 

Super fluous                 & Phrases 

http://www.writersservices.com/mag/06/Tautologies.htm 

It is amazing how many tautologies we use every day. You only need to look carefully at the words, 
often so familiar to us that we never do examine them, to see that they are tautologies. Pleonasms are 
harder to spot. 
Tautology: Needless repetition of an idea in a different word, phrase, or sentence. 
Pleonasm: The use of more words than are necessary for the expression of an idea. A pleonasm 
consists of two concepts, usually two words, which makes one redundant. Some pleonastic 
expressions are tautologies. 

But….Every rule has its exceptions 
Tautologous expressions are often found in legal documents e.g. ‘aid and abet’, ‘will and testament’.. 
Now the words are ‘twinned’ and sound 'normal'. 

Recognise any of these? 

 

A large proportion of (many) 

 

Absolutely essential  

 

Absolutely necessary  

 

Advance forward  

 

Advance warning  

 

Added bonus 

 

Admission of responsibility 
(admit) 

 

Affirmative yes  

 

Aid and abet  

 

Almost unique (Unique) 

 

Alternative choice  

 

Attach together 

 

At this moment in time (now) 

 

Basic essentials 

 

By virtue of the fact that 
(because) 

 

Close proximity 

 

Close scrutiny 

 

Collaborate together 

 

Consensus of opinion 

 

Combine together 

 

Entirely eliminating  

 

Exact replica 

 

Exactly the same 

 

Free gift 

 

Future plans 

 

In conjunction with (and) 

 

In the absence of (without) 

 

In the event that (if) 

 

Join together  

 

Joint collaboration  

 

Lesbian woman 

 

Leaves much to be desired 
(poor) 

 

Made good their escape 

 

Merge together  

 

Minute detail 

 

New innovation 

 

On account of the fact that 
(because) 

 

Oblong in shape 

 

Patently obvious 

 

Personal opinion 

 

Plummet down 

 

Prior experience 

 

Placed under arrest 

 

Put in an appearance 

 

Razed to the ground 

 

Revert back 

 

Sahara desert (Sahara means 
desert) 

 

Shorter in length 

 

Surrounded on all sides 

 

Successful achievement  

 

Sudden impulse  
 

 

Sum total 

 

Technical jargon 

 

Temporary reprieve 

 

The ‘hoi polloi’ (hoi means ‘the’ 
in Greek) 

 

Tiny speck  

 

Top priority  

 

Unexpected emergency  

 

Unexpected surprise 

 

Was of the opinion that (thought) 

 

With the exception of 

And the words, very, totally and 
completely are often redundant! 
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Inevitability solution 
by Kegler 

The highlighted diagonal says DEATH AND TAXES, which 
were described by author (1A) BENJAMIN (45A) FRANKLIN 
as the ONLY TWO THINGS, THE AUTHOR SAID, ARE 
CERTAIN IN THIS WORLD. The superfluous words are 
shown in brackets.  

Across  

1 BEN(JAM)IN [old] 

6 WEIRD (I DREW anag) [nudes] 

10 CA(D)RE [lately] 

12 wELF (rev) [young] 

13 PRECEPT (hidden) [tarnished] 

15 MA'S + S [wiry] 

16 TE + ET + H [overtaking] 

18 LETTUCE ("LET US" hom) [tapes] 

22 fatHER [hands] 

23 ETCETERA (TEE CRATE anag) [inside] 

24 AGER (GEAR anag) [noisier] 

25 PAG(E)AN + TRIES [glass] 

27 R(U)&B + Y [singer] 

29 D + ROP(P)ING [tether] 

32 lEFT [Hopping] 

35 UMLAUTS (TU ALUMS anag) [examine] 

38 ROUST (TOURS anag) [adventurer] 

39 NEXT (hidden) [U-boat] 

41 STA + SHED [tools] 

42 BOAr [harms] 

43 G(O)ALS [only] 

44 STOOL (LOOTS rev) [rusty] 

45 FRANK + LINe [severed] 
 

Down  

1 BATTLE + GROUNDS [around] 

2 N(ARE)S [identical] 

3 ARCHITECTURAL (CHARLIE CUT ART anag) [Debonair] 

4 MEEK (last letters) [albino] 

5 sIMPLY [refinements] 

6 WEATHERPERSON (REHEAT SNOW PER anag) [entertaining] 

7 sELMa [Comfortable] 

8 R(ESC)UE [extraordinary] 

9 DESEGREGATION (SEEING DOG TEAR anag) [relay] 

11 ATE (hidden) [tasty] 

14 ETRE (TREE anag) [axed] 

17 EAT (1st letters) [identified] 

19 URGE (hidden) [no] 

20 HEADY (2 defs) [isn't] 

21 B + A + TON (NOT A rev) [needed] 

26 ABEL ("ABEL" hom) [thoroughly] 

28 UN + MEET [hardly] 

30 POOH (2 defs) [itinerant] 

31 NUS (SUN rev) [spectacularly] 

33 ASTER (TEARS anag) [Wilted] 

34 QUELL (hidden) [obviously] 

36 TaSK [reporting] 

37 SAG + A [lurid] 

40 TOO ("TWO" hom) [dances] 
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superfluous words 
It has been wisely said that the adjective is the enemy of the noun. If we make a habit of saying "The true facts are 
these", we shall come under suspicion when we profess to tell merely "the facts". If a crisis is always acute and an 
emergency always grave, what is left for those words to do by themselves? If active constantly accompanies 
consideration, we shall think we are being fobbed off when we are promised bare consideration. If a decision is 
always qualified by definite, a decision by itself becomes a poor filleted thing. If conditions are customarily 
described as prerequisite or essential, we shall doubt whether a condition without an adjective is really a condition 
at all. If a part is always an integral part there is nothing left for a mere part except to be a spare part.  

Cultivate the habit of reserving adjectives and adverbs to make your meaning more precise, and suspect those that you find 
yourself using to make it more emphatic. Use adjectives to denote kind rather than degree. By all means say an economic 
crisis or a military disaster, but think well before saying an acute crisis or a terrible disaster. Say if you like "The proposal met 
with noisy opposition and is in obvious danger of defeat". But do not say "The proposal met with considerable opposition and 
is in real danger of defeat". If that is all you want to say it is better to leave out the adjectives and say "The proposal met with 
opposition and is in danger of defeat". 

Use fewer words 

In workshops and in writing guides, the admonition “Use fewer words” is one of the cardinal rules. Although I resist the 

editing of supposedly superfluous adverbs and adjectives, I acknowledge that many other parts of speech are often 

unnecessary. Here are other ways to reduce word count: 

1. “The standards define the process to the mobile phone using two different methods for invocation.” 

Whenever you see the word different, consider whether it’s necessary. By default, it’s almost always not: For example, if 

two methods are described, they’re almost certainly by definition different: “The standards define the process to the 

mobile phone using two methods for invocation.” 

2. “Currently, many of the digitized publications have not been properly paginated.” 

By the same token, currently is almost always superfluous; the context generally makes clear that the statement refers to 

the present. Again, when the default setting is obviously relevant, omit the word: “Many of the digitized publications have 

not been properly paginated.” 

3. “Ethics, on the other hand, is future oriented, that is to say a present choice is based on a future desire, intent, or 

consequence.” 

For one thing, the phrase beginning “that is to say” is an independent clause; it should be separated from the preceding 

phrase by a semicolon: Furthermore, that four-word phrase is extraneous: “Ethics, on the other hand, is future oriented; a 

present choice is based on a future desire, intent, or consequence.” (a colon is usually correct.) 

 

4. “That’s how the newspaper described a new credit card two entrepreneurs, Jon Doe and Jane Roe, will soon make 

available.” 

It’s obvious, not to mention trivial, how many entrepreneurs are involved. After the number is deleted, the appositive 

consists solely of the word entrepreneurs, so no punctuation preceding or following the names is required: “That’s how 

the newspaper described a new credit card entrepreneurs John Doe and Jane Roe will soon make available.” 

5. “Low-income residents with leaking pipes can call out a plumber to fix leaks for free.” 

You are free to employ the idiomatic phrase “for free” in conversation and informal writing, but in your professional prose, 

omit the unnecessary for: “Low-income residents with leaking pipes can call out a plumber to fix leaks free.” 

6. “This is the reason why the imposition of restrictions on fertility treatments requires extra caution.” 

“The reason” and why are interchangeable terms, so they are redundant to each other: “This is why the imposition of 

restrictions on fertility treatments requires extra caution.” 
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7. “Even if the state has the power to narrow down the population that is entitled to such treatment, it must exercise 

restraint.” 

The phrase “that is”—and its variant “that are” as well as “who is” and “who are”—is often superfluous: “Even if the state 

has the power to narrow down the population entitled to such treatment, it must exercise restraint.” 

8. “This step gives both the patient and the physician the freedom to decide whether or not to enter into an agreement for 

medical treatment.” 

Whether implies a choice, so “or not” is extraneous: “This step gives both the patient and the physician the freedom to 

decide whether to enter into an agreement for medical treatment.” 

9. “By signing the consent form, they manifested their intention to have a child and agreed to each and every stage of the 

treatment.” 

“Each and every,” and pals like “first and foremost,” are infections of bloviation from speechifying and have no place in 

written discourse (and won’t be missed if omitted from oration): “By signing the consent form, they manifested their 

intention to have a child and agreed to each stage of the treatment.” 

10. “It is for this reason that medical treatment should not be administered to a patient without consent.” 

It is a weak way to start a sentence, and often a sign that the sentence can be tightened up somewhat: “For this reason, 

medical treatment should not be administered to a patient without consent.” 

11. “The reason is that in some countries, genetic parenthood is the fundamental prerequisite for the application of family 

law.” 

The words that follow “The reason is that” comprise the explanation, so the phrase superfluous: “In some countries, 

genetic parenthood is the fundamental prerequisite for the application of family law.” 

12. “His past history indicates that you should not count on him to adhere to his future plans.” 

This sentence opens and closes with redundant phrases; history is always in the past, and plans are always in the future: 

“His history indicates that you should not count on him to adhere to his plans.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THINK DIALETICAL –THINK INTEGRATION  
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DIALECTICAL – KNOW IT! 

DEBATE AND DISCUSS  
 

1. The life of Bill Gates vs. Steve Jobs 
2. The life of Paul McCartney vs. Bono  
3. President Barack Obama & the American people 

4. The top 5 rules of English Grammar 
5. What are superfluous words and why they are not needed? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CREATE YOUR TEAM DEBATE MAP  
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CHAPTER 20 COMPREHENSION TEST  
FILL IN THE BLANKS  

 
1. The Beatles were an English rock band, active throughout the 1960s and 

one of the most commercially successful and critically acclaimed acts in 
the history of popular music.    

 
 

2. "There goes a man who invented the modern world," wrote Twitter user 
@montykins 

 
3. Reflecting on those early days, Bono reaches for the “wonkish” language 

of official Washington and says: “We decriminalized ambition.” 
 

4. I would just like to know the whole story to why John Lennon was shot. 
From what I read on the biography, he had multiple shots. That sounds to 
me like murder and not an accidental drive by shooting from gangs fighting 
with other gangs. 

 
5. This time Limbaugh put up a Photo shopped image of the president’s face 

and “Obama” emblazoned on Mt. Rushmore, as if it had been spray painted 
on by a color-happy graffiti artist from the ’90s. 

 
6. He also said Obama was “a juvenile delinquent for a president,” who had 

so harmed the country that “not even his gang is making much of an effort 
here to protect him.” 
 

7. Cultivate the habit of reserving adjectives and adverbs to make your 
meaning more precise, and suspect those that you find yourself using to 
make it more emphatic. Use adjectives to denote kind rather than degree. 

 
8. Explain in your own words why the following are an example of 

superfluous words. 

 Reason why 

 Each and every 

 that are” as well as “who is” and “who are 

 that is to say 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_music
http://twitter.com/montykins/status/121734275111460864

