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Chapter  17 STORY 17 
 

 

Going, going gone GREEN 

How 'green' is the computer?  This simple question uncovered a history of computing that makes 

the word green and a computer an(1) oxymoron.  The search to discover that the idea of a Green 

PC, or what constitutes a Green PC, was so novel that there was not a lot of information available 

or the same information was repeated in many articles. And to make matters worse, it was jargon 

based with chemical names with many warnings to our environment.  It’s now easier to 

understand why the greening of PC’s may take time as anything to do with the past with 

computers and the immediate future is difficult to change and Go Green. When you think of 

computers you think of convenience in all aspects of our life.  But when you think Green solutions 

to solve this issue, answers are not that easy to find. So they have been ignored, until recently.   

The history of the environment and computers being a source of anti- green thinking only became 

an issue in 2002 and then by 2006, there were alarm bells being sounded to alert us to a potential 

problem.  2010 brings into sharper focus the greening of our environment; “green buildings” as in 

architecture, modes of green-communication, as in less corporate travel, people do care about 

this Greening.  

I can see that it will make some companies in the future exceedingly wealthy to get involved in 

fixing these complicated issues. The computers we use by nature are toxic. This is one of those, 

did you know moments?  I didn’t. A typical computer contains lead, in the soldering of 

motherboards, micro- processors and other parts. Plastics, which are not biodegradable and 

other environmentally unstable metals such as, mercury, hexavalent chromium, cadmium, and 

some brominated flame retardants. All these come with lethal deadly label warnings in labs and 

we have daily access to them, at our fingertips. Most have been banned or forbidden since 2006 

but are still in existing computers. Even after the ban, the problem is that these computers will 

then just be thrown into the garbage.  That is the main issue the computer parts can kill us, if we 

just ignore them.   These materials are so harmful, yet that is the equipment you, we, I have in our 

homes and business worldwide. It’s not so much, that the computers we use and keep in 

functioning working order can harm us, it’s the computers we discard that becomes the issue as 

then these chemicals breakdown in dump sites.  It was estimated in April 2002 the billionth 

personal computer was bought. In 2010, the estimate of working, configured, post-assembly line 

computers would be 1-Billion 100-Million and a global (guesstimate) of all working computers is 

over six billion. Statistics, do vary as there are no real computer watchdog forums for exact 

numbers, these are educated guesses. There are a whopping 6,499,697,060 worldwide computer 

users, according to Internet world stats. As you can understand, it is a staggering issue. I cannot 

conceive of this situation being solved unless by a miracle, all the countries in the world work on 

a Global solution.   
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Co- Creative Writing 

Please write a short story that showcases a green industry or product. Going 
Green has become a Global mandate and we will investigate the many influences 
of language development and the Concept of Being a GREEN WORLD !  

 

WRITE AND TELL THE STORY  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLIMAX 

 

 

 

RISING ACTION  FALLING ACTION  

EXPOSITION RESOLUTION 
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Using the diagram below, to construct your Story. Use the plot elements- 
Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action and Resolution to define your 
story. 

 
STORY TITLE_GREEN MONSTERS 

Exposition 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rising Action 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Climax 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Falling Action 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
Resolution  
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LEXICAL WRITING TABLE  
FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH ANY WORDS YOU DO NOT KNOW. LEAVE A SPACE BLANK IF YOU 
REQUIRE THE MEANING BESIDE IT. ADD ALL WORDS THAT ARE DISCUSSED IN CLASS THAT 
ARE NOT FAMILIAR TO YOU. For example - oxymoron 

 

1 oxymoron 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 32 33 34 35 

36 37 38 39 40 

41 42 43 44 45 

46 47 48 49 50 

51 52 53 54 55 

56 57 58 59 60 

61 62 63 64 65 

66 67 68 69 70 

71 72 73 74 75 

76 77 78 79 80 

81 82 83 84 85 

86 87 88 89 90 

91 92 93 94 95 

96 97 98 99 100 
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GREEN GRAMMAR  
 

Learning Vocabulary Chunks - PHRASES  
 

Students are to write down phrases related to the environment and pollution 
in particular.  

 

Pollution 
 
Western countries are currently rethinking their attitudes towards the environment. Water, air 
and noise pollution are continually becoming more of a threat to the environment. Further, there 
is increasing evidence that the ozone layer is being slowly threatened by the ever-increasing 
output of carbon monoxide which, in turn, has begun to play havoc with world weather patterns. 
El Nino is just one example of these changes to our environment.  
Governments are now beginning to combat these problems with a series of different measures. 
They are increasingly regulating industry and employing sophisticated scientific research to 
develop new solutions to the threat of pollutants. Recently, noise pollution has also begun to be 
noticed, as it has become increasingly difficult to escape the noise of the city. There are also 
conferences being held on a world level to combat these serious problems. Working together, 
governments hope to soon find solutions. 
 

 

 Which phrases express the idea that there are problems with our world? 

 ANSWER:  

 _____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________  

 Which phrases express governments' reaction to these problems? 

 ANSWER:  

 _____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 

 Which words or phrases express types of pollution? 

 ANSWER:  

 ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
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 Name three environmental problems that face our world today, how people can 
help solve these problems. What image comes to your mind when you think of 
"recycling"? 

 
We hear it a lot in the news these days: "Recycle newspapers and save a tree. Collect bottles and cans 
so they can be reused in the manufacturing of new products." Protecting our delicate environment seems 
to be on the agenda of politicians, government 
leaders, and citizens in many parts of the 
world to show support for mother -nature. The 
concept of green consumerism has gained 
momentum.  Over the last decade, and the 
public feels moved to pitch in and help. 
However, three essential keys needed to 
power this movement include a more informed 
public, the development of improved 
technology, and a greater demand for recycled 
materials.  
 
Let's use paper as an example. The first step 
is to raise public awareness about the 
recycling process, to explain the kinds of 
materials that can be recycled, and provide 
ways on how to properly dispose of them. 
Local governments should educate the public 
on how to properly sort reusable materials from those, like waxed paper, carbon paper, plastic laminated 
material such as fast food wrappers, that can't be recycled very easily. Then, a system of collecting these 
sorted materials needs to be established. The Public interest might be there, but soon may wane if there 
isn't a system where they can take these materials to be recycled. Sometimes, we become complacent 
when it comes to recycling, but when you speak in terms of actual facts and figures that everyone can 
understand, people become more cognizant of the problem. I remember reading one time that the energy 
saved from one recycled can provides enough power to operate a television for three hours. Give the 
public information they can grasp, and then you will increase your chances of gaining followers.  
 
Second, technological progress has been made on many fronts, but governmental agencies need to step 
up their support for companies involved in recycling by providing tax incentives, low-cost loans, or even 
grants to upgrade equipment and to encourage further research. One breakthrough has been the 
development of a new manufacturing process that uses enzymes to help remove ink from paper in more 
energy efficient and environmentally safe methods. Recycling paper materials can be expensive in both 
monetary and environmental terms. The difficulty in removing print from paper, the amount of energy 
expended during the process, and caustic waste that is sometimes 
produced are costs that companies incur that are then passed on to the 
consumer. The final key is to increase demand for the growing surplus of 
resources waiting to be recycled. This process (or rather, problem) has 
appeared in various regions of the world where the technology to process 
the used materials lags far behind the amount being collected for 
recycling. There may be a great outpouring of support; yet the great 
stumbling block to implementing the second stage of this plan could be 
impeded by the corporate sector's inability to find commercial enterprises 
interested in using recycled goods especially when the cost exceeds 
those of virgin materials. Recycling is a crucial key to protect our planet. 
The three keys mentioned are important ways to achieve this end. 
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1. What would be the best title for this lecture? 

A. Important Keys to Recycling Paper 

B. Technological Advances Improve Recycling 

C. Steps to Improving Recycling 

 

2. According to the article, paper materials that are difficult to recycle include: 

A. copy paper 

B. document shred 

C. food wrappers 

3. In some cases, recycling could be hazardous to the environment if special precautions are 

not taken because: 

A. industrial emissions are sometimes created in the process. 

B. chemical waste is sometimes produced as a result. 

C. a great deal of energy is expended to create new products. 

4. According to the lecture, the demand for recyclable materials in the manufacturing of 

new products is sometimes sluggish because 

A. some governments are unwilling to support expensive recycling methods. 

B. there is a lack of advanced technology to process the materials. 

C. businesses do not invest enough money into research. 

5. Which is NOT one of the main keys to recycling as mentioned in the lecture? 

A. government regulation of waste 

B. better technology 

C. more demand for recycled materials 
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MORE 
ON 
GREEN  

 
ESL Students Going ‘Green’ 
By Tara Benwell on August 1st, 2008 

With the way things are going, children who are born today will probably grow up associating 
“green” with the environmental movement more so than with the Crayola colour required for frogs 
and trees. Gone are the days when ‘The environment’ was a single chapter covered in a science 
textbook. In classrooms around the world, millions of teachers are doing their part to educate 
young people on the importance of caring for the earth. This is also true in the ESL world, where 
students come in all ages. Over 1 billion of the world’s people are currently learning English. 
Students taking preparatory exams such as the TOEIC and TOEFL will now find that the 
environment is a topic commonly covered in reading and listening sections. 

 

 

Eco-Communities: Dockside Green 

The Green movement is catching on in many pockets of the world. This is especially true in the construction industry. 
Today's buzz words, which include global warming and zero emissions, are causing everyday people (not just 
celebrities) to look for ways to reduce their carbon footprint. Purchasing property that is environmentally responsible 

is a good investment for those who are concerned about their own health and the well-being of the earth. Based on 
this trend, entire districts, known as eco-communities, are being designed with green initiatives in mind. Dockside 
Green in Victoria, BC is one of these communities. Its goal is to become the world's first zero emissions 

neighbourhood. 
Everyday people are looking for ways to reduce their carbon footprint. 
If everything goes according to plan, Dockside Green will be a self sufficient community along the harbour front of 

British Columbia's capital city. The community will be home to 2500 people and will consist of residential, office, and 
retail space. The plans describe a variety of environmental features, some of which are unprecedented. 

Bamboo grows quickly without any need for pesticides. 
Builders of Dockside Green have the environment in mind with every choice they make. They ensure proper 
ventilation, and guarantee residents 100% fresh indoor air. Interior and exterior building materials, such as paints 
and wood, are natural and non-toxic. Eco-conscious builders use bamboo wherever possible because it is durable 
and does not require pesticides to grow. 

People use 20% less energy when billed for individual household usage. 
Energy efficiency is one of the top priorities in eco-communities, such as Dockside Green. Not only do energy 
efficient appliances and light fixtures reduce the environmental impact of heating and hot water, they also save 

residents and business owners money. Dockside Green claims that home owners will use 55% less energy than 
average residents in Canada. Though they are sharing space by investing in condo-style living, residents will have 
individual utility metres. Studies show that people use approximately 20% less energy when they are billed for 

exactly what they use. In addition, water is treated at Dockside Green and reused on site for flushing toilets. 
Planners of eco-communities such as Dockside Green must take the future into account. Dockside Green plans on 
reusing 90% of its construction waste. They also plan to continue using local suppliers for all of their transport and 
maintenance needs. This is a great way to reduce emissions. Dockside residents will be encouraged to make use of 
a mini transit system and buy into the community's car share program. Finally, plans are in the works for a high-tech 
heating system that will use renewable biomass instead of fossil fuels. 
The first residents of Dockside Green have already moved in. Other eco-communities are also in the works. By the 

year 2050, Dongtan, located near Shanghai, will be an eco-community for approximately half a million people. This 
community is being built around an important wetland area that is currently threatened by urban pollution. Abu Dhabi 
is also gearing up for the future. The Masdar Institute was established in Abu Dhabi to encourage the nation's most 
intelligent students to become involved in environmental research. The Masdar goal is to create the first ecocity, 
which hopes to operate as a zero-waste, zero-carbon, car-free city.  
 

http://www.talkgreen.ca/author/tara/
http://www.greenteacher.com/
http://www.talkgreen.ca/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/environment.jpg
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GREEN GRAMMAR  

When talking about the environment, it is common to use conditionals. Try to complete the 

sentences using the appropriate conditional. You may want to review the grammar rules for 

using first, second and third conditionals. 

1. If people do not purchase eco-friendly homes... 

2. If I purchase an environmentally friendly car... 

3. I would live at Dockside Green if... 

4. If I were in the construction business... 

5. I would have bought an energy efficient washing machine... 

6. If I had built this house myself... 

Sample Answers 

All answers are acceptable as long as they use the appropriate conditional. Questions 1 and 

2 are first conditional. Questions 3 and 4 are second conditional. Questions 5 and 6 are 

third conditional. 

1. If people do not purchase eco-friendly homes pollution will worsen in the cities. 

2. If I purchase an environmentally friendly car I will share it with my friends. 

3. I would live at Dockside Green if I lived in Canada. 

4. If I were in the construction business I would use non-toxic paints. 

5. I would have bought an energy efficient washing machine if I had known they were 

on sale. 

6. If I had built this house myself I would have installed more windows. 

 

English Conditionals 

There are several structures in English that are called conditionals. 

"Condition" means "situation or circumstance". If a particular condition is true, then a particular 

result happens. 

 If y = 10 then 2y = 20 

 If y = 3 then 2y = 6 

There are three basic conditionals that we use very often. There are some more conditionals 

that we do not use so often. Lets’ look at the three basic conditionals as well as the so-called zero 

conditional. We'll finish with a quiz to check your understanding. People sometimes call 

conditionals "IF" structures or sentences, because there is usually, but not always, the word "if" 

in a conditional sentence.  

http://www.englishclub.com/grammar/verbs-conditional.htm
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Conditionals: Summary 

Here is a chart to help you to visualize the basic English conditionals. Do not take the 50% and 

10% figures too literally. They are just to assist you. 

probability conditional example time 

100%  
 

 zero conditional If you heat ice, it melts. 
any 

time 

50%  
 

 first conditional If it rains, I will stay at home. future 

10%  
 

 

second 

conditional 
If I won the lottery, I would buy a car. future 

0% 
 

third conditional 
If I had won the lottery, I would have 

bought a car. 
past 

 

 
 

 ONE EXAMPLE OF GREEN LANGUAGE. GOING  GREEN IS AN ALL CONSUMING CONCEPT 

Green grammar and grammatical metaphor, or language and the myth of power, or metaphors we die by 

Goatly, A.1996 

Goatly takes the position that ordinary language, especially the transitive clause, is inadequate to the 
representation of the world demanded by modern scientific theory, especially ecological theory, and suggests ways 
in which the grammatical resources of the language can be used and developed to become more adequate. Goatly,. 
begins by explaining 'grammatical metaphor', showing that congruent and literal language use can be regarded as 
conventionalized metaphor. He then shows that the congruent grammar of transitive material process clauses 
lacks consonance with modern scientific theory, whether in physics or biology/ecology. And gives an 
extended account of how the resources of transitivity/ergativity and grammatical metaphor may be utilised in 
favour of more consonance.  
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TITLE TOPIC: GREEN CONCEPTS _  

INTRODUCTION                                                               
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAIN IDEA 1 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
SUPPORTING DETAILS 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
MAIN IDEA 2 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MAIN IDEA 3 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONCLUSION 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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CHAPTER 17 COMPREHENSION TEST  
 
 

1. LIST AND DEFINE GREEN CONCEPTS?  
 
 
 

2. WHAT IS POLLUTION? 
 
 
 

3. WHAT ARE COUNTRIES DOING ABOUT IT? 
 
 
 

4. IS RECYCLING EFFECTIVE? 
 
 
 

5. WRITE SIX SENTENCES USING THE CONDITIONAL STRUCTURES.  
 

 
6. WRITE A 500 WORD ESSAY ON THE FOLLOWING TOPIC. 

ECO-COMMUNITIES ARE DEFINED BY USING BUZZWORDS AND GREEN CONCEPTS JARGON. 
Please choose one of the following essay styles and format to write your essay. Explain why you made 
this choice.  

 American Psychological Association (APA) Style Guide 

 Modern Languages Association (MLA) Style Guide 

 Turabian Style Guide 

 Chicago Manual of Style 

 

 


